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Safeguarding: If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of someone 
working with children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone: 

 Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe 01364 621520  
 Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org 

Moorland Team Website: https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding 

The Ministry Team 

All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good faith and we accept no responsibility for any 
statement, omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor do we endorse the products or services offered. 

We are not responsible for the content, reliability or security of any linked websites and you follow any link to 
external websites at your own risk. Views expressed by contributors are their own and publication does not 

imply endorsement.. 

Team Rector 
Rt Revd Mark Rylands 

The Rectory,  
Copperwood Close  

Ashburton, TQ13 7JQ 

01364 716309 

mark.rylands@mmuk.net 

Team Vicar 
Revd Ross Hathway 

The Vicarage 

Widecombe-in-the-Moor 

TQ13 7TF 

01364 716308  

ross@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Team Vicar 
Revd Canon John Bennett 

The Vicarage,  

Ilsington, TQ13 9RW 

01364 661116  

jsbkbennett@btinternet.com 

Methodist Minister 
Revd Kevin Hooke 

  01626 832369 

hookekp@hotmail.com 

Team Curate 
Revd Jenny Weigel 

 07355 354841 

jenny@moorlandteam.org.uk  
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The Parish Letter 

Remember, Remember! 

It seems to me that remembering is something that is very important to us as human 
beings.  We sometimes hear of people who have lost their memory and how disorienting 
that is for them ï even to forget someoneôs name can cause some anxiety.  When we get 
older we can excuse ourselves by saying weôve had a senior moment! I suppose it is no 
coincidence that November is a time for remembrance.  As the days shorten and the nights 
draw in, as the weather gets cold and wet and windy and the leaves fall off the trees, it is 
time to take stock, to reflect on the year that is behind us and prepare for the winter. And 
November is marked by remembrance days: All Saints Day, All Souls Day, Guy Fawkes 

and Remembrance Day. 

As Christians, remembering is key to our faith.  Godôs instructions to his people through 
Moses was to remember what God had done for them, to remember the deliverance of his 
people from Egypt, to remember his faithfulness in providing for them and bringing them 
into the promised land.  And what God was doing then in Old Testament times was just a 
foretaste of what was to come. For God in Christ came to deliver us, not so much from 
physical slavery but from slavery to our selfishness and pride, and to bring us to the 
ópromised landô of freedom and peace. As Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples 
on the night before he died said to them: ódo this in remembrance of meô. Why is it so 

important to remember? 

Firstly, we remember Jesus to honour him, to honour his sacrifice for our sins and the sins 
of the whole world, to honour his resurrection which speaks of his victory over death, to 
honour him as the Lord before whom every knee must bow.  We honour him in our worship; 

we honour him as our Lord and saviour. 

Secondly, we remember him to learn lessons. We have lessons to learn from his example 
and from his teaching.  His example of service and self-sacrifice; his teaching of Godôs ways 
for us as human beings.  But even more important is the lesson that the Christian faith is not 
a self-help religion.  Rather we come humbly before God acknowledging our utter 
dependence on his grace and his power to transform us.  This transformation begins with 
our hearts, with our wills, as God inclines our hearts in line with his heart.  If we are to make 
any real difference in this world it will only be by his grace and by his Holy Spirit at work in 

and through us.   

Finally, we remember him that we may have hope.  The hope that the world offers us is 
based on very shaky foundations.  But the hope that God offers is based on solid rock: on 
the truths of Christôs death and resurrection.  Because he is risen from the dead we can 
have the assurance of eternal life, a life that begins now and goes on through death to 
everlasting life. 

John Bennett 
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Churchwardens Churchwardens 

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with St Raphael, Huccaby 

Rebecca Scott  01364 631640    stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com 

Anthony Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507   straphael1868@gmail.com 

St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF 01364 652820   geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com 

Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB 01364 631209   admin@bennah.co.uk 

St Gabriel, Postbridge 

Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ 01822 880215   wendy@merribridge.plus.com 

St Pancras, Widecombe 

Michael Pascoe Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR 01364 621333   pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk 

Philippa Gimlette Northway Farm, Widecombe, TQ13 7TE 07973 558916   philippa.gimlette@me.com 

St Andrews, Ashburton 

Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067   francis.parffrey@gmail.com 

Joyce Arscott  01364 388279   joyceaomc@gmail.com 

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington 

Michael Hext  07458 359541   grannypats.pat50@gmail.com 

Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213   pw.rentor@gmail.com 

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor 

Secretary - Pat Layley  01364 653771  layley12@gmail.com 

St Michaelôs, Ilsington 

Linda Hall  01626 821603  lindamhall@outlook.com  

Peter Dickinson  07801 042767  peter@pmgd.com  

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover. 

Telephone 01364 654280 / 07445 240 133 or email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

 

Moorland Team Officers 

Treasurer Marianne Barrett Rogers   marianne@check-book.co.uk 

Secretary Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Adviser Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk 

Team Administrator Cassie Long - 01364 654280 admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

mailto:straphael1868@gmail.com
mailto:straphael1868@gmail.com
mailto:geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com
mailto:admin@bennah.co.uk
mailto:wendy@merribridge.plus.com
mailto:pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:philippa.gimlette@me.com
mailto:francis.parffrey@gmail.com
mailto:joyceaomc@gmail.com
mailto:grannypats.pat50@gmail.com
mailto:pw.rentor@gmail.com
mailto:layley12@gmail.com
mailto:lindamhall@outlook.com
mailto:peter@pmgd.com
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:parishoffice1@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Church News & Events 

From the Registers 

Wedding Widecombe  21st September Thomas Dracup and Chloe Lockhart 

 

Moorland Parish Link Online 

https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php 

Cyber Scams - Once again we have been advised of Scam Emails being sent within the 

community.  As always, please do not engage ï be mindful of the senderôs email address, and if in 
doubt get in touch via another means to confirm that the email is legitimate.  . 
Please only use known and trusted email addresses. Do not be pressured into doing something, 
things are rarely that urgent and if so would not be sent via email, scammers will use urgency as a 

tactic.  

Guidance on how to deal with cyber scams can be download via the website 
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding or click here to read the file. Also, feel free to get in 

touch with a member of the clergy or admin team if you are unsure if an email is genuine. 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/ashburton
http://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php
http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/70a19bc8-17a9-4104-afac-ba9243018de4/downloads/Cyber%20Scams%20Guidance.pdf?ver=1728395851586
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http://www.acleanpair.co.uk/
mailto:mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk
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Buckland Community Hall 

The Community Hall at  
Buckland-in-the-Moor is available to hire 

It is a modern building set in a quiet and 
beautiful location and has parking 

The charge for hiring the hall is  

Parishioners £8 per hour 

Others £10 per hour 

For further details or to book, please call 

01364 653845 

Buckland-in-the-Moor Whist 
Buckland Community Hall 

12.30pm  
Optional soup and a 

roll lunch £2  

at 2.00pm  

Whist £3 including  

half-time refreshments & draw 

Thursday 28th November 
Whist every fourth Thursday in the month 

St Peterõs, Buckland-in-the-Moor 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/buckland  

Date Table Flowers  Time Service 

3rd  November Jane 15.00 Holy Communion 

10th November Jane 15.00 Remembrance Service 

17th November Irene   

24th November Irene   

St. Peterôs Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time ï an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Any queries, please contact Rt Revd Mark Rylands (Team Rector) 01364 716309 
mark.rylands@mmuk.net 

Buckland Dahlia Festival, wonderful Dahlias, great soup and cream teas. Thank you to all who 
contributed in any way to make it a great weekend, and to help raise funds for the rethatching of  the 
roof of the Vestry; and home of the Parish Records, sometime during 2025. 

Thank you also to all those who contributed via a óSoup Eveningô to the rethatching of the roof. 
3.00pm Sunday 10 November Remembrance Sunday Service with collection for Royal British 
Legion 

Some forthcoming Christmas Services you might wish to make a note of now: 
It is good to remember children at Christmas. It is also good to see the young Childrenôs Corner in 
church being so well used. 

¶ Sunday 1 December at 3.00pm Christingle Service - collection for The Children's Society. 

¶ Sunday 15 December at 3.00pm Carol Service - collection for Children's Hospice 
SouthWest. 

¶ Wednesday 25 December at 11.00am Christmas Day Service. 

Long Winter Evenings coming - plenty of Books and Jigsaws to borrow in Church - quite a few new 
ones - all situated in the Children's Corner. 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/buckland
mailto:mark.rylands@mmuk.net
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AK Plumbing And Heating Southwest 
 

 
Contact Andy Knight for a professional, reliable and friendly plumbing & heating service 

  Email: info@akplumbingandheatingsouthwest.co.uk  
Web: www.akplumbingandheatingsouthwest.co.uk 

General Plumbing and Heating repairs  

Bathroom installations Boiler swaps/conversion 

Complete Heating installs Gutter and downpipe repairs 

New build developments Gas Safety check & boiler services  

Phone: 07341 343570 

mailto:bryan@roguesroost.co.uk
http://www.cleardecorators.co.uk/
mailto:info@akplumbingandheatingsouthwest.co.uk
http://www.akplumbingandheatingsouthwest.co.uk/
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St Mary the Virgin, Holne 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/holne  

Date Time Service 

10th November 10.45 Remembrance Service 

24th November  17.00 Holy Communion 

I have always found the liturgical use of the word ósaintsô in the Church of England, slightly confusing.  
I immediately think of St. George or St. Francis or one of the many saints our Parish Churches are 
named after.  However, when we pray for others in church, we use a standard pattern starting with 
prayers for the Church itself and ending with óthe communion of saintsô.  I couldnôt understand why 
we would pray especially for people who were obviously already recognised as being worthy of 
veneration as saints. 
It took me a while to understand that the ócommunion of saintsô was not about those good people 
who are known as Saints, but about the spiritual union of the members of the Christian Church, living 
and the dead.  
At the Acts of Remembrance this month, we have a time of silence to remember and honour all those 
who have died fighting for this country, their families and their friends.  It is during this silence that 
we, as the living, are óin communionô with the dead.  People we probably didnôt know but we respect 
and care enough about to want to acknowledge what they sacrificed on behalf of us all. 
The Kohima Prayer said on every Remembrance Sunday reflects this sense of communion but also 
reminds us of the sacrifices made. 

They shall not grow old, 
As we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, 
Nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning, 

We will remember them. 
We will remember them. 

When you go home tell them of us and say, 
For your tomorrow we gave our today. 

 
Jesus Christ said, ñNo one has greater love than this, to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friendsò.  The 
people we commemorate this month laid down their lives, not just for their friends but for everyone.  
Jesus also laid down his life for everyone to be freed from the burden of our wrong-doing, and he 
invites us to follow him in a life of love. 
Please join us at St. Maryôs at 10.45am Sunday 10th November for our Act of Remembrance, 
followed by a service led by the Archdeacon of Totnes which will include the dedication of the 
Scorriton Methodist War Memorial now installed inside the church. 

 

Gillian  

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/holne
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F P Legal Ltd 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY - WILLS 

I can help you here in Ashburton, Buckfastleigh,  

Widecombe and the Moorland area. 

Home visits can be arranged to suit you. 

Contact Francis Parffrey - Member of The Society of Will Writers 

Find out more by phoning:- 

01364 653 331 or 07443 622 903  

¶ Or sending an email to fp@fplegalservices.co.uk 

¶ Or requesting information about the services offered by letter 

addressed to:- Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton, TQ13 7EA  

 

 

HOLNE COMMUNITY BENEFIT SHOP 

From NOVEMBER 4TH 2024 

THE COMMUNITY SHOP IN HOLNE WILL BE ON 
WINTER HOURS 

OPEN AT 

8.30am to 4pm MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

11am TO 4pm SUNDAY  

mailto:fp@fplegalservices.co.uk
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Holne Village Hall 
Situated in the middle of the village, near Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at 

reasonable rates.  Medium sized hall with separate well equipped kitchen. Sufficient chairs 

and tables for any event.  Car parking adjacent to the Hall 

Rates (per hour) £10 (£7 for Parishioners) 

Special rates sometimes available, for more information or to book: 

Please ring Tim Crook on 07734 308598 

Or email:timcrook10@yahoo.co.uk 

Holne Whist 

Tuesday 5th 
November from 2pm 

Raffle, tea or coffee and biscuits for £3. 

If there are any suggestions or queries 
please ring 

Judy Henderson on 01364 631461 

I look forward to seeing you 

Holne 

Second-Hand 

Books 

Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne 

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and 
jigsaws you can donate - please leave in 

the porch or garage at Hiltop 

Donôt forget that you can buy books at 
any time. Open most days and 

weekends 

Mike and Gill Cunniam 

01364 631152 

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and  

Holne Community Projects 

Holne Village Hall  
New from this month  

Soup & Pudding lunch second Monday 
of the month at 12.30.  

Everyone welcome, we look forward to seeing 
you on Monday 11th November 

£7 per head  
all profits towards the upkeep of our 

village hall. 
Please contact Maggie Arden on 01364 

631438 for further details 

mailto:timcrook10@yahoo.co.uk
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SCORITON VILLAGE HALL 
Situated on the edge of the village and available to hire 

The hall is flexible in its use, with a main hall for parties, meetings and sports e.g. badminton/pilates. 

The large, well-fitted kitchen can be hired separately for committee meetings. 

Full disabled facilities, including access, toilets and a hearing loop. 

Rate per hour is £15.00                         Daily Rate 9am-6pm is £100 

Weekend Rate ï Friday Midday to Sunday 6pm £350 

Kitchen only rate £8 per hour 

For more details, including other prices and how to book the hall, please see our website:  
http://scoritonvillagehall.org or email scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com 

mailto:phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.scottschainsawcarvings.co.uk/
http://scoritonvillagehall.org
mailto:scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com
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St Raphael, Huccaby 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/huccaby  

Electric Vehicle Charging - update 

As reported in August we are powering for a greener future at St Raphaelôs and have 

obtained funding for an electric vehicle charging point on our car park. Itôs a fact that we 

need the parking places at certain times for our increasing congregation and numbers of 

visitors ï many of whom in hopefully the not-too-distant future will have electric cars! 

A quick update is that the company responsible for the installation are shortly to conduct a 

full site inspection and liaise with our Distribution Network Operator - think of them as the go

-between the National Grid and our energy company ï responsible for cables, poles and 

meters that deliver our electricity. 

So, we should be ready in 2025 ï óall systems goô ï as they used to say in the 1960ôs when 

launching space vehicles! 

 

Ecumenical remembrance service and dedication - Holne 

As you may read elsewhere regarding our other place of worship in the Parish, St Mary the 

Virgin Holne, the Church will hold a special service at 

Holne at 10.45am Sunday 10th November. 

This will be a joint Remembrance and Dedication service 

being led by the Anglican Archdeacon of Totnes, Douglas 

Dettmer and the Methodist Superintendent of Teignmouth 

District, Kevin Hooke.  

There will also be a special dedication of the Scorriton 

Methodist War Memorial which was damaged when the 

Chapel at Scorriton was sold almost two years ago. 

The memorial has now been restored and erected in St 

Mary the Virgin Church. It has a white marble tablet within 

a red marble frame, with a semi-circular header of a crown 

and laurel wreath. It remembers all those from Scorriton 

who gave their lives in the Great War between 1914 

and1918. 

Please join us for this service and dedication 

Tony Parker 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/huccaby
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Registered charity 1116549 

DASH is an independent Ashburton 
Charity, existing solely to provide 
support for patients of Ashburton 

Surgery 

We can help with transport to medical 
appointments or to deliver prescriptions 

to patientsô homes 

If you have some time and would like to 
support DASH as a volunteer or if you 
would like some help with transport, 
please call Evie on 01364 653335 or 

email dashcoord@gmail.com 

mailto:gm.partridge68@gmail.com
mailto:dashcoord@gmail.com
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St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/leusdon  

Date Time Service 

10th November  10.45 Remembrance Service 

24th November 12.15 Parish Communion 

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time ï an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  
Any queries, please contact Revd Ross Hathway (Team Vicar) 01364 716308  
ross@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Leusdon Memorial Hall 
We held our usual Coffee Morning on 2nd October at which we raised £136.50 for hall funds. Our 
next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday 6th November 2024 10.00am -12.00 noon, it would be 
good to see you there. We would welcome some donations of Bric a Brac for the stall at the coffee 
morning. If you have any please contact Kelly who will give you further details 
leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com 

There will be the usual Whist at Leusdon on Monday 11th November with the lunch at 1.00pm 
followed by whist at 2.00pm.  

We have a few events coming up in November and December. On November 10th we shall be 
remembering the people who gave their lives in the two World Wars and in whose memory the hall 
was built, we owe them all a huge debt. The commemoration takes place at 10.30am at the Hall 
followed by a church service at Leusdon Church. 

On December 4th our Coffee Morning will be in the form of ôCoffee Cake and Carolsõ, ably led 
by Mike, Miffy and Lloyd.  

Monday 9th December  there will be the Annual Christmas Whist Drive at the Church House, 
Widecombe.This year it is being held in aid of Widecombe Pre-School.   

Our charge for Hall hire £11.00 per hour inclusive of electricity and heating with the usual discount for 
regular users. We have recently purchased a new cooker for the Hall. 

You can now keep up to date by visiting Leusdon Memorial Hall Facebook page to get details of 
events in the Hall and the wider community.  

 Further details can be obtained by contacting our booking secretary at  

leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com 

(continued on page 17) 

As usual we shall gather at Leusdon Memorial Hall at 10.15am on  

Sunday 10th November 2024 to read the names of Leusdon men who were 

killed in two world wars, before going to church for the remembrance service. 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/leusdon
mailto:ross@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com
mailto:leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com
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https://www.carrollcleaning.co.uk/
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MOORLAND  

MERRYMAKERS  
Moorland Merrymakers 60th Pantomime 2024 

ôTREASURE ISLANDõ 
Produced by Luke Fursdon 

Performances will be at Leusdon Memorial Hall 

Matinee - Saturday 7th December, 5pm & Monday 9th to Saturday 14th December, 7.30pm 
Tickets for the Matinee performance ONLY Will be available in advance from Friday 

25th October at 9am 

The main booking office for all other performances opens at 
9am Friday 1st November 

Please contact Nicky mmerrymakers@gmail.com (preferable) 

Or phone 07549 697176 Ticket prices - Adults £8, Children £4 

(continued from page 15) 

Tables at the Coffee Morning can be booked for £5 per table per session, please either book these 
by using the details above or coming to see us at the coffee morning. 

In the meantime, if anyone would like to discuss any aspect of the Hall please contact myself or any 
committee member.  

John Southcombe email johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com 
Chairman Leusdon Memorial Hall  Charity No. 300887  

Moorland Merrymakers 60th Anniversary Merchandise  

The Moorland Merrymakers celebrate 60 years of pantomimes this year. 
To celebrate this momentous anniversary we have produced  

Commemorative Mugs and T-Towels at £5 per item. 
If you would like a memory from all the years of entertainment that the MM have brought to the 

community please contact Ali Whale 01364 621260. 

Leusdon Memorial Hall Vintage Valuation Evening 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Vintage Valuation 
Evening.  We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. The evening 
was great fun as well as being informative.  Roger Knowles, our 
evaluator and host for the evening, provided insightful details on the 
items brought along for a valuation.  One such item was a óShirley Templeô wall 

mask, something Roger had not come across before.  We have received great feedback on the 
evening, which wouldnôt have been possible without the help and 
support from our committee and local community, so thank you to all 
who were involved.  We are already thinking about our next event, we 
look forward to welcoming you along, in Spring 2025. 

LMH Committee  Charity 300887 

mailto:mmerrymakers@gmail.com
mailto:johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com
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ASHBURTON AND BUCKFASTLEIGH 
HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS  

-REG. CHARITY NO. 900416 

Are you interested in helping your local 
community?  If so why not come and join in 
your local League of Friends. Our object is 

to relieve patients, former patients and 
those in our community who are 

convalescent, disable, handicapped or 
infirm and to support the work of our local 

hospital. 

For further information please contact us 
on : 07814 365531 or  

email:ashburtonleagueoffriends@outlook.com 

The Feldenkrais Method®  
and Somatic Counselling 

Nikhila 

Em 

Ludlow 

FG(UK) 

SIAF 

www.lifeworks4.me.uk - 07989 394904 

ôMove Better - Feel Betterô 

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
We have a number of regular events, our Monthly Coffee Shop & Mini Market our next will 

be held on Monday 18th November 11.00am - 12.30pm 

Raffle, Stalls - local meat, produce, cards, books, puzzles, craft etc 

Do come along and support this event, if you would like  
to donate a raffle prize please contact Sue Martin. 

On the first Monday of the month we have a regular  

coffee morning between 11am - 12 noon 

Please join us on 4th November 
Christmas Coffee Morning date tbc 

And donõt forget our Games Night,  
every Tuesday evening from 7.30pm.   

Open to all and only £2, please bring your own 
refreshment. 

mailto:ashburtonleagueoffriends@outlook.com
http://www.lifeworks4.me.uk
mailto:elainesmerdon@yahoo.com
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Date Time Service 
17th November 18.00 Evening Worship 

Postbridge Church is open all day, every day.  You are welcome to visit at any time, an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Any queries, please contact Revd Ross Hathway (Team Vicar) 01364 716308  
ross@moorlandteam.org.uk 

St Gabriel, Postbridge 
For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/postbridge  

Mobile Post Office  
Every Monday  

 

Cash Withdrawals       Balance Enquiries       Cash & Cheque Deposits     Travel Products  

iPad to access services: pay bills, pay rent, car tax to name a few 

Sign up to the library and download digital books to your own device 

Find us on Facebook, òThe Crew of the Outreachó 

Widecombe 09.00 - 10.30 Car Park, next to Café On the Green 
Ilsington 11.00 - 13.00 Next to Ilsington Village Shop 

Postbridge 14.00 - 15.00 Top of Dartmoor National Park visitors Car Park 

St. Gabrielõs Church at Postbridge - Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 

Giving is essential to secure our Churchôs future ability to serve our community. 

If you would like to donate to the work and upkeep of our local church then you may wish to consider 

joining the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). 

Why give through the PGS? 

The team at PGS make it safe and easy for you to give and just as safe and easy for your church to 

receive, easing the administration burden for treasurers and church volunteers. 

Because The PGS process regular gifts and Gift Aid on your churchôs behalf, every pound you give 

can be put to Christian service in your community, free from time-consuming administration. 

What are the benefits of the scheme? 

As a giver, you will benefit from a system that is secure, confidential and easy to use, while support-

ing your church today and for the future. 

This includes the capacity to increase your giving by the cost of living each year, if you choose. 

Through your generous commitment, your church can be assured of a regular source of income. 

If you would like to join the PGS then please contact Paul Hammett, our Treasurer, either by email at 
paulthammett@hotmail.com or by telephone 01822 880395. He will be able to provide you with the 

small amount of documentation needed to join the PGS 

Thank you for taking the time to read this article. 

mailto:ross@moorlandteam.org.uk
http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/postbridge
mailto:paulthammett@hotmail.com
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Local Electrician 
Fully qualified and experienced.  

 

mailto:matt@dartmoor-rural-services.co.uk
mailto:mickc911@gmail.com
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Tuesday 26th November at 2.30pm:  
òMy Life in Theatre & TV as a BBC Production Set Designeró 

A Talk by Lynda Kettle, Ashburton Town Hall 
 

From my first school play I loved the magic of the theatre! My art school experience led to a degree in 
theatre design. My career began as a Theatre Designer continuing to 
the BBC and a profession as an Art Director and Production Designer. 
A wonderful profession for 30 years, where I was responsible for the 
set design of many popular television programmes such as ñAngelsò, 
ñHowardsô Wayò, ñTwo Point Four Childrenò as well as quiz shows, 
plays, light entertainment and childrenôs programmes.   

After leaving the BBC, I continued an artistic pursuit, establishing a 
studio at the Canalside Craft Centre, Stoke Prior from where I ran my 
art gallery, art workshops and gave tuition. Having recently moved to Devon I have now established a 
new art studio and gallery called Loft Studio, Libra Court, Fore Street, Sidmouth. 

I work in various media, including pastel, watercolour, acrylic and oil and I have exhibited my paintings 
at numerous galleries in the Midlands and in London. 

I give a presentation on my experiences for which I bring along photographs, press cuttings, drawings 
and models of some of the many television programmes that I have designed. 

Non-members are welcome to attend our talks, £4 payable on the door which includes Tea, 
Percolated Coffee & biscuits from 2.15pm If you would like to find out more about our activities, or 
better still to join us for one or more of our interest groups, visit: www.u3asites.org.uk/ashburton/home  

Phyllõs Follies 

Dick Whittington 

A fun pantomime for all the family 

Performances beginning at 7.30pm  

On 24th, 30th, 31st January and 1st February 2025 

Matinees on 25th and 26th January at 2pm 

at Postbridge Village Hall 

Tickets available from 2nd December (£10 adults, £6 children) 

to include ice cream (please mention any food allergies)  

Box Office postbridgepanto@gmail.com 

Or ring 01822 880223 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/ashburton/home
mailto:postbridgepanto@gmail.com
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Church Services for November 2024 

3rd November        4th before Advent/All Saints Day       Red or Green 

Readings - - Deuteronomy 6.1-9, Psalm 119.1-8, Hebrews 9.11-14, Mark 12.28-34   

Widecombe 10.30 Ashburton 08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) All Saints & Souls 

Family Service  
  Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion 

   Ashburton 10.30 All Saints Family Service  

   Ilsington 10.30 Holy Communion 

   Buckland  15.00 Holy Communion 

10th November           3rd before Advent/Remembrance Day  Red or Green 

Readings - Jonah 3.1-5, 10, Psalm 62.5-12, Hebrews 9.24-28, Mark 1.14-20  

Widecombe 10.45 Remembrance Service Ilsington 08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

Leusdon 10.45 Remembrance Service Ashburton 10.45 Remembrance Service 

   Ilsington 10.30 Remembrance Service 

   Bickington 10.45 Remembrance Service 

   Holne 10.45 Remembrance Service 

   Buckland  15.00 Remembrance Service 

17th November                            2nd before Advent                     Red or Green  

Readings - - Daniel 12.1-3, Psalm 16, Hebrews 10.11-14 [15-18] 19-25, Mark 13.1-8  

Widecombe  10.30 Parish Communion Huccaby 09.00 Holy Communion 

Postbridge 18.00 Evening Worship Ashburton 10.30 All-Age Communion 

    Ilsington 10.30 Holy Communion 

   Ashburton 18.30 Reflective Service, St Petrocôs  

24th November                            Christ the King                     Red or White 

Readings - - Daniel 7.9-10, 13, 14, Psalm 93, Revelation 1.4b-8, John 18.33-37 

Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion 

Leusdon 12.15 Parish Communion Ilsington 10.30 Morning Praise  

   Holne 17.00 Holy Communion 

   Ashburton 19.00 Moor Worship 
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Dates for the Diary 

Holy Communion           Midweek & At Home 
There is a service of 

Holy Communion every Wednesday  
at 10.30 

at St. Andrewôs Church in Ashburton 

You will be most welcome!. 

Communion at home 

 

(see page 2 for contact details) 

Rainfall in September 2024 

October 2024 Page  October 2024 Page 

4th  Postbridge Coffee Morning 18  14th Widecombe Social Group 27 

5th Holne Whist 11  16th Organ Recital 25 

5th Princetown History Group 35  18th Postbridge Mini-Market 18 

6th Leusdon Coffee Morning 15  26th Dartmoor Forest Council 40 

6th Widecombe History Group 29  26th Ashburton U3A 21 

7th Widecombe Parish Council 24  28th Buckland Whist 7 

10th Link Copy Deadline   Forthcoming events December 

11th Holne Soup & Pudding Lunch  11  4th 
Leusdon Christmas Coffee 

Morning 
15 

11th Leusdon Whist 15  9th 
Annual Christmas Whist 

Drive 
15 

13th Dunstone Charity Lunch 33  14th Christmas Tree Festival 26 

Place Total Rainfall Days without 
rain 

Wettest Days 

Postbridge 159.0mm(6.3ò) 10 29th 50.5mm(2.0ò) 

  (September 2023 - 134.5mm (5.3ò)  

Holne 28th 87.1mm (3.4ò) 199.5mm (7.85ò) 
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Widecombe Parish Council 
Next Meeting:  

Thursday 7th November 
Church House, Widecombe  

at 7.30pm 

Friends of 

Widecombe 

School  

 
A huge ñThank youò to Mrs Paula 

Reynolds for all her years of teaching at 
Widecombe Primary School. Her years 
spent teaching reception, years 1 & 2 
have been precious to all the children 
and staff. We wish her farewell and 

good luck for the future!  
 

We are still taking donations for our 
Playground Project. Please go to:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-build-
our-school-a-playground 

Every little bit helps! 

Are you good at admin? 
A historic Widecombe charity needs a new 

honorary secretary.   

You will take over from 1 January 2025, after a 
full briefing from the current secretary (and 
ongoing support, if needed).  You will inherit a 
well-established system, and be responsible for 
agendas, minutes etc.   
The trustees meet (usually by video) 
approximately quarterly.  The charity does 
valuable work, providing social housing ï but the 
trustees themselves look after the management 
of that.   
If interested, please email your details to 
WCHLC@hotmail.com  

by 15 November 2024.     

Full details of the charity at  
https://register-of-
charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-
search/-/charity-details/241096  
For an informal chat, call David Thomas on 
01364 621255 

Widecombe Parish Council 
Grant Applications Invited 

If you are a community group wishing to be 
considered for a small grant, please contact the 

clerk for an application form:   

suzanna.hughes21@gmail.com 

Applications should be submitted by  
30th November  

for consideration at the January Parish Council 

Meeting. 

http://www.plans2build.net/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-build-our-school-a-playground
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-build-our-school-a-playground
mailto:WCHLC@hotmail.com
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/-/charity-details/241096
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/-/charity-details/241096
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/-/charity-details/241096
mailto:suzanna.hughes21@gmail.com
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St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/widecombe 

Date Time Sidesperson Coffee Flowers 

3rd November 10.30 Dawn Judy Poppies 

10th November 10.45 Philly Wendy Cruze Poppies 

17th November  10.30 Jenny Jenny  Miho Rennells 

24th November 10.30 Clare Val & Richard Miho Rennells 

Widecombe Church is open all day, every day, 9-5. You are welcome to visit at any 
time ï an opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Any queries, please contact Revd Ross Hathway (Team Vicar) 01364 716308  
ross@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Widecombe and Leusdon churches will gather at 10.45am on 
Monday 11th November in The Square at Widecombe to observe 

the Two Minute Silence 

Widecombe School has been invited to attend. 

Remembrance Sunday is 10th November this year. 

Showcasing the new Widecombe Organ! 
On Saturday 16th November we are giving a multi-
organist recital to showcase our fabulous new 
instrument. The recital starts at 4pm and will last 
roughly one hour. Doors open at 3pm, and we will 
serve free tea and cake in the Church House 
beforehand. Admission is free, first come first served. 
The musicians include: 
George Balfour, senior organ scholar at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford 
Charles Maxtone-Smith, deputy organist at Buckfast 
Abbey 
Gary Seiling, formerly assistant organist at 
Peterborough Cathedral 
Michael Brown, organist at St Pancras and former 
organ scholar at Balliol College, Oxford. 

The programme will feature a mixture of well known organ favourites and some less well 
known, by Bach, Handel, Purcell, Widor and others. 

We have been lucky to gain the support of this rather elite group of musicians, all of whom 
are performing for free, so do please come and appreciate their considerable talents.  

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/widecombe
mailto:ross@moorlandteam.org.uk
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WIDECOMBE FAIR 2024 
Nice day before, lovely day after, but as you know Fair day ended a bit wet! Never mind, it 
turned out to be a great success due to the hard work of all the members and volunteers. 
Financially, I think it was on a par with 2023 which was a record day. This will mean that there 
will be funds to distribute to local organisations after all the calculations have been completed 

by our treasurer, which will be done next spring so look out for a notice in the link next year. 

The Fair itself was excellent! All the comments received from visitors were very positive, they 
loved the animals, music, attractions and the whole atmosphere of a great day out. There is, 
of course, always room for improvement and things to sort! so the team will start again next 
year to plan Widecombe Fair 2025. A big thank you to the members for their continued hard 
work in arranging Widecombeôs big day. If anyone out there wants to get involved please 
come along to the March meeting (always the second Tuesday of the month). 

The Chairman. 

This yearôs Christmas Tree Festival will run from  
Saturday 14th December to Friday 20th December. 

This means that the trees will be up for the Christmas Market, the Carol Service, as well  

as the End of Term Celebrations for the School, Preschool and Widdytots! 

The trees go up on Friday 13th December and come down on Saturday 21st December 

The theme this year is òA Christmas Characterò which, as usual,  

can be interpreted any way you like! 

Entries are welcome from Groups, 

Organisations, Families and Individuals  

Please do start planning your tree, the 
Christmas Tree Festival is always very popular, with regular visitors coming back year after 

year! This Yearôs Charity is Balloons (see page 32 for more info on the charity). 

Entry forms are available in the Church or from me,  

Judy Southcombe 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk, or Mary in the Kiosk. 

mailto:judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.u
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Committee Chairman - Mike Pascoe 
To book the Hall please contact Rose Mortimore 

01364 631238. 

Rates of Hire  

Local Events: £6.00 per hour 

Non-local Events: £10.00 per hour 

Non-local commercial events: £100.00 per day 

For any other rates please contact  
the Bookings Secretary 

Payment by cheque is preferred. 

Cheques to be made payable to 

Widecombe Church, House Fund  

and send to Sarah Reeve,  

 Bonehill Cottage,  

 Bonehill Lane,  

 Widecombe-in-the-Moor, 

 TQ13 7TD 

For all other matters relating to the Church 
House please contact Diana Cameron on 

01364 621218 

Widecombe & District 
Sports Group 

For membership renewals please 

email cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 621468. 

Alternatively membership forms can be found in 

the noticeboard by the court. 

Regular  Bookings: Tuesday & Thursday: Tennis   

Adults (16+) 6.30  Under 16ôs with ability are welcome 

to these sessions with a parent who is also playing. 

For queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on 

01364 621218. 

Please remember to wear soft soled shoes and to 

leave the court tidy with the net replaced. Report  any 

damage immediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary) 

on  621468. Close all gates and replace the keys. 

For more information about WDSG visit 

www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/  

Thank you and enjoy your sports area.  

Widecombe & District 
Social Group 

Church House, Widecombe  

Thursday 14th November at 7.30 pm 

Phil Badcott giving a talk about óThe 
Babbacombe and St Marychurch in the 

20th Centuryô  
 

This is our last social for 2024 so do 
please come along, we look forward to 

seeing you!! 

 

Tea and Biscuits £2  

and £1 raffle draw 

Rose Mortimore 631238  

Widecombe Singers 

éé.if you want to join the Singers 
they rehearse at  

The Church House, Widecombe  

on  

Tuesday evenings at 8pm  
Admission £3 

Telephone Rose 01364 631238  
for anymore detailsé.. 

mailto:cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/
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ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻƴ 5ŀǊǘƳƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ 
ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻōŀǘŜΣ ƳŀǘǊƛƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 

RICHARD COPUS FNAVA FNAEA (Honoured) CPEA 
Tel: 07766 335344 

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk 
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk 

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVONõS 
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG 

with 70 associated offices in the south-west and a London connection  

hǳǊ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƻǊΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
/ƻǇǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ол 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǳƴǊƛǾŀƭƭŜŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
5ŀǊǘƳƻƻǊ 
tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

https://ashburtonglassandlocks.webs.com/
mailto:wood@anton-coaker.co.uk
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Grab a cuppa and let the little ones 
colour a rainbow! 

http://www.widecombepreschool.org.uk/
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A Fitting Memorial 

 

At their meeting in July 2015 George 
explained that the United Kingdom alone 
among the principal nations of World War 
Two did not have its own national memorial 
in Normandy to record the names of those 
under British command who died on D-Day 
or in the following 85 days of the Battle of 

Normandy. 

 

 

Under the chairmanship of Nicholas Witchell and encouraged by George Batts the Normandy 
Memorial trust was formed. In 2016 the ideal site was identified, and a detailed feasibility study 
presented to the British Government. In March 2017 the British government announced it would 
contribute £20million towards the construction, and further substantial sums were raised from private 
benefactors. In 2017 and 2018 details of the design and the acquisition of all the necessary land was 
completed along with the required permissions from the French government to construct the War 

memorial. 

The construction of the monument was quite an international undertaking, the main building 
contractor was French firm Eiffage-Route, the panels containing the 22,442 names to be inscribed 
were produced by stonemasons in Kilkeel in Northern Ireland, utilising 4,000 tons of French 

Massangis stone. The other main contractors were Odorizzi an Italian 

specialist paving company and British timber company Carpenter Oak. 

Despite delays due to Covid pandemic in 2019 the memorial was completed 
in autumn of 2020 and was opened by video link on 6th June 2021 by HRH 

Charles Prince of Wales. 

One of the memorable fundraisers was veteran Harry Billinge who, in his 
hometown of St Austell raised over £50,000 towards the cost of the 
memorial. Harry was able to visit the memorial he helped fund just before his 

death in April 2022. 

David Ashman 

During the 80th D-Day 
commemorations many of 
us will have seen the 
magn i f icent  Br i t ish 
Normandy Memorial at 
Ver sur Mer completed 
and dedicated on June 

6th 2019 

What is less well known 
is how the memorial 
ñcame aboutò following a 
meeting between D-Day 
veteran George Batts 
and journalist Nicholas 

Witchell. 

Veteran George Batts Journalist Nicholas Witchell 
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http://www.balloonscharity.co.uk/























