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Safeguarding: If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of someone 
working with children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone: 

 Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe 01364 621520  

 Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org 

Moorland Team Website: https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding 

The Ministry Team 

All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good faith and we accept no responsibility for any 
statement, omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor do we endorse the products or services offered. 

We are not responsible for the content, reliability or security of any linked websites and you follow any link to 
external websites at your own risk. Views expressed by contributors are their own and publication does not 

imply endorsement.. 

Team Rector 
Revd Phillip Parker 

 

The Rectory  

Copperwood Close 

Ashburton TQ13 7JQ 

01364 389638 

rector@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Team Vicar 
Revd Ross Hathway 

The Vicarage 

Widecombe-in-the-Moor 

TQ13 7TF 

01364 716308  

ross@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Team Vicar 
Revd Canon John Bennett 

The Vicarage,  

Ilsington, TQ13 9RW 

01364 661116  

jsbkbennett@btinternet.com 

Methodist Minister 
Revd Kevin Hooke 

  07772 571647  

hookekp@hotmail.com 

Team Curate 
Revd Jenny Weigel 

 07355 354841 

jenny@moorlandteam.org.uk  

Families Worker 
Angie Blanche 

 07863 854013  

angie@moorlandteam.org.uk  
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The Parish Letter 

Christmas? Bah Humbug! 

As we approach Christmas I confess I have some sympathy with dear old Ebenezer 
Scrooge! There is indeed a lot of humbug surrounding Christmas and I am tempted to adopt 
something of a Victor Meldrew óI donôt believe it!ô approach to some of these things. For 

example: 

Shops displaying Christmas decorations in October. 
Christmas adverts on the TV from November. 
Christmas songs played incessantly in supermarkets such as: óHave yourself a merry 
little Christmasô (Sam Smith) and óMerry Christmas Everybodyô (Slade). And then 
there is óI wish it could be Christmas every dayô (Wizzard) ï I canôt think of anything 
worse! 

Black Fridays. 
óNew Yearô sales starting on Boxing Day! 

But alongside these rather annoying things, there is more serious humbug surrounding 
Christmas.  Iôm not actually thinking about materialism or consumerism or excessive eating 
and drinking; these are serious problems but are perhaps a symptom of a deeper malaise. 
Rather Iôm thinking about humbug surrounding the Christmas story itself. The Christmas 
story has been sanitised and romanced to such an extent that it can bear more 
resemblance to a Disney Pixar fantasy movie than the events recorded in Matthew and 

Luke. 

Letôs be clear, the Christmas story is not a óniceô story. It was not nice for Mary to be told 
she was going to conceive and give birth when she was engaged to a man she had not 
slept with; I donôt think she felt óhighly favouredô, rather she was ótroubledô. It was not nice for 
Joseph to learn that his betrothed was pregnant when he wasnôt the father. It was not nice 
for the expectant Mary to have to travel 90 miles to Bethlehem. A cattle feeding trough is 
not a nice place to lay a new born baby. The angels that appeared to the shepherds were 
not nice little girls with tissue paper wings and tinsel halos ï the shepherds were óterrifiedô. 
When Joseph, Mary and Jesus went to Egypt it was not for a nice holiday to see the 

pyramids, it was to escape the slaughter of innocent children. 

No, the Christmas story is not a nice story, but it is truth. It is truth both in the sense of it 
being historically true but also in that the story reveals truth about God. Jesus is God with 
us. God loves the world so much that he was prepared to humble himself to be born as a 
vulnerable baby. The one óthrough whom all things were madeô was not able to control his 
bowels; the óbread of lifeô relied on his motherôs milk; the óPrince of Peaceô cried himself to 
sleep. Now the thing about the true Christmas story is that we canôt just dismiss it as a heart
-warming tale, rather it demands a response: we can either be like the wise men who 

óbowed down and worshipedô or we can say Bah Humbug. Which will you do? 

John Bennett 
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Churchwardens Churchwardens 
St Mary the Virgin, Holne with St Raphael, Huccaby 

Rebecca Scott 01364 631640    stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com 

Marilyn Wells 01364 631007    straphael1868@gmail.com 

St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

Geoff Bamsey 01364 652820   geoff.bamsey952@gmail.com 

Patrick Simpson 01364 631209   admin@bennah.co.uk 

St Gabriel, Postbridge 

Wendy Watson 01822 880215   wendy@merribridge.plus.com 

St Pancras, Widecombe 

Michael Pascoe 01364 621333   pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk 

Philippa Gimlette 07973 558916   philippa.gimlette@me.com 

St Andrews, Ashburton 

Francis Parffrey 01364 654067   francis.parffrey@gmail.com 

Joyce Arscott 01364 388279   joyceaomc@gmail.com 

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington 

Peter Warren 01626 821213   pw.rentor@gmail.com 

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor 

Secretary - Pat Layley 01364 653771  layley12@gmail.com 

St Michaelôs, Ilsington 

Linda Hall 07837 703318 lindamaryhall22@gmail.com 

Peter Dickinson 07801 042767  peter@pmgd.com  

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover. 

email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 
 tel: 01364654280 

Moorland Team Officers 

Treasurer Vacant  

Secretary Gaye Dickinson  gaye.dickinson@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Adviser Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk 

Team Administrator Emma Noppers-Moore 01364 654280 admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 
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mailto:mgaye.dickinson@gmail.coma
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F P Legal Ltd 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY - WILLS 

I can help you here in Ashburton, Buckfastleigh,  

Widecombe and the Moorland area. 

Home visits can be arranged to suit you. 

Contact Francis Parffrey - Member of The Society of Will Writers 

Find out more by phoning:- 

01364 653 331 or 07443 622 903  

¶ Or sending an email to fp@fplegalservices.co.uk 

¶ Or requesting information about the services offered by letter 

addressed to:- Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton, TQ13 7EA  

mailto:fp@fplegalservices.co.uk
mailto:lewisbat2k@gmail.com
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St Peterõs, Buckland-in-the-Moor 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/buckland  

St. Peterôs Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time ï an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Buckland Community Hall 

The Community Hall at Buckland-in-the-Moor 
is available to hire 

It is a modern building set in a quiet and 
beautiful location and has parking 

The charge for hiring the hall is  

Parishioners £8 per hour 

Others £10 per hour 

For further details or to book, please call  
01364 653845 

Date Table  

Flowers  

Time Service 

7thDecember  15.00 Christingle 

21st December   15.00 Carol Service  

25th December Christmas Flowers 09.30 Christmas Communion  

28th December  10.30   Ashburton United Mission Service 

Buckland-in-the-Moor Whist 

There will be no Whist in December, but it 

will be back as usual in January. 

Whist every fourth 

Thursday in the month. 

 
 
 

The Royal British Legion church collection 
at the 9 November afternoon service at 

Buckland was £128.50. 

St Peterôs Church 
Buckland in the Moor 
Forthcoming services 

Sunday 7th December 

Christingle Service 3.00pm 

Collection in aid of  

The Childrenôs Society 

Sunday 21st December 

Carol Service 3.00pm 

Collection in aid of Fremington 

Childrenôs Hospice South West 

25th December 

Christmas Day 
Service 9.30am 

Do come and join us; 

you will be most welcome 

Stuck for a last minute five pounder 
present? 

Buckland's Tea Cloths 

can be found in church 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/buckland
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http://www.knowletreeservices.co.uk/
http://www.countrycarpetcare.co.uk/
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St Mary the Virgin, Holne 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/holne  

Date Time Service 

14th December 3pm  Moor & Messy Carols & Nativity -  Newcombe Farm 

19th December  18.00 Carol Service - Huccaby 

22nd December 19.00 Carol Service - Holne 

25th December  11.00 Christmas Communion 

28th December  10.30  Ashburton - United Mission Community Service  

Holne Whist 

Tuesday 2nd 

December from 2pm 

Raffle, tea or coffee and biscuits for £3. 

If there are any suggestions or queries 
please ring 

Judy Henderson on 01364 631461 

I look forward to seeing you 

Soup & Pudding Lunch 

Holne Village Hall 
Friday 5th December 

from 12.30 
This will be our Christmas 

special and includes carols 
and a raffle 

Please contact Maggie Arden on  
01364 631438 for further details 

Candlelit Carol Service  
with Christingle making  

on Monday 22nd December at 7.00pm 
St Maryõs, Holne 

Mulled wine/apple juice and mince pies afterwards.  

It will be supported by the Childrenôs Christingle Choir 
and the Holne Community Choir.  

If anyone wants to join us in either choir please contact Denise on                           
deniserobinson111@gmail.com.  

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/holne
mailto:deniserobinson111@gmail.com
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http://www.scottschainsawcarvings.co.uk/
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Holne Village Hall 
Situated in the middle of the village, near Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at reasonable 

rates.  Medium sized hall with separate well equipped kitchen. Sufficient chairs and tables for any 
event.  Car parking adjacent to the Hall.  Rates (per hour) £10 (£7 for Parishioners) 

Special rates sometimes available, for more information or to book: 
Please ring Tim Crook on 07734 308598 Or email:timcrook10@yahoo.co.uk 

HOLNE HERITAGE CORNER 
Holne Church now has a small area, dedicated to the heritage of the parish and surrounding 
area.  It contains a collection of local peoplesô 
photo albums, and recollections of times gone 
by ï and also some interesting maps provided 
by the Dartmoor National Park. 

Other information is currently being gathered 
and it is hoped to provide additional local 
material on for example: tin mining, the leat 
system which carries water to many of the 
properties in the village, the village hall once used as a school etc., etc. 

Please pay it a visit and enjoy looking around the church, going into our wonderful community 
shop and partaking of refreshments in the tearoom. 

Holne 

Second-Hand 

Books 

Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne 

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and 
jigsaws you can donate - please leave in 

the porch or garage at Hiltop 

Donôt forget that you can buy books at 
any time. Open most days and 

weekends 

Mike and Gill Cunniam 

01364 631152 

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and  

Holne Community Projects 

mailto:timcrook10@yahoo.co.uk
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SCORITON VILLAGE HALL 
Situated on the edge of the village and available to hire 

The hall is flexible in its use, with a main hall for parties, meetings and sports e.g. badminton/pilates. 

The large, well-fitted kitchen can be hired separately for committee meetings. 

Full disabled facilities, including access, toilets and a hearing loop. 

Rate per hour is £15.00                         Daily Rate 9am-6pm is £100 

Weekend Rate ï Friday Midday to Sunday 6pm £350 

Kitchen only rate £8 per hour 

For more details, including other prices and how to book the hall, please see our website:  
http://scoritonvillagehall.org or email scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com 

mailto:phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
http://scoritonvillagehall.org
mailto:scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk
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St Raphael, Huccaby 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/huccaby  

The theme for this yearôs Widecombe Christmas Tree Festival is óMagical, Mythical, or Mysticalô, to 
be interpreted ñany way you likeò. Itôs just as well interpretation is left open, because that depends on 
your values and assumptions. Trying to distinguish these three categories is so tricky that they are 
sometimes used interchangeably. It will be interesting to see which specific stories or topics the 
Festival entries will be based on; but what would it be like to actually experience a Christmas tree in 
any of these ways? 

All the entries will doubtless be setting out to achieve a ómagicalô display in the informal, colloquial 
sense of ówonderfulô or ócaptivatingô. It is unlikely that anyone would take the tree to have magical 
properties in the literal sense: in the belief that the tree itself could be used in rituals to manipulate 
natural or supernatural beings and forces. This would remove the Christmas tree from its Christian 
context; although some might still feel it remains a complex matter to distinguish some Christian 
practices and beliefs from magical ones.  

In contrast, Christmas trees are clearly ômythicalõ in a strong formal sense, rather than in the 
colloquial meaning of óa widely held but false belief or ideaô. The Old and New Testaments do fit the 
generalised definition of a myth as ña traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a 
people or explaining a natural or social phenomenon and typically involving supernatural beings or 
eventsô. Many mythological systems are characterised by their own ways of showing that the sacred 
and religious life are the opposite of the profane and secular life. Christianity makes its particular 
claims to truth in similar terms. More specifically, modern Christmas trees have been related to the 
ótree of paradiseô of medieval mystery plays. A tree decorated with apples (representing fruit from the 
tree of knowledge of good an evil, thus referencing the original sin that Christ took away) was used as 
a setting for the play. The apples were later replaced by round objects such as shiny red baubles. 
The use of evergreen trees to symbolise eternal life is again common in ancient mythologies, and the 
popularisation of Christmas trees in Victorian Britain was based on the enthusiasm of the royal family 
for this aspect of their Germanic heritage, despite its likely pagan influences. 

Whereas the mythic deals with mythology and mythological patterns, the mystical deals with matters 
of transcendent spiritual experience. Christian mysticism is the tradition of mystical practices and 
mystical theology within Christianity which "concerns the preparation [of the person] for the 
consciousness of, and the effect of, the direct and transformative presence of God" or divine love. 
You would indeed be fortunate to have attained the spiritual wisdom to experience such a 
transformation while meditating upon a Christmas tree, but it is surely not impossible. Ecclesiastical 
authorities have, however, sometimes been wary of claims to such direct and transcendent 
spirituality, fearing that mysticism ñstarts in mist, and ends in schismò.  

All this may take this yearôs Christmas Tree Festival theme much too seriously or pedantically. 
Christmas trees have become a hugely popular and joyful tradition for seasonal celebration. They are 
beautiful decorations, bringing families and groups of many faiths, or none, together. Yet some 
tension between the sacred and religious, and the secular and profane, surely remains.  

The Festival runs from  Saturday 13th to Sunday 21st December at St Pancras, Widecombe. Our own 
Christmas tree in Huccaby Chapel will be on display in the week leading up to Christmas itself. Enjoy! 

Richard Wells 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/huccaby
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http://www.acleanpair.co.uk/
mailto:gm.partridge68@gmail.com
http://www.hmad.co.uk/
http://www.morrisbros.co.uk/
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St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/leusdon  

Date Time Service 

14th December  15.00 Carol Service 

24th December 23.30 Midnight Communion  

28th December  10.30 Ashburton  - United Mission Community Service 

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time ï an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  
Any queries, please contact Revd Ross Hathway (Team Vicar) 01364 716308  
ross@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Leusdon Memorial Hall 

On Sunday on 9th November 2025, we met at the hall at 10.15am for the 
laying of the wreath and reading of names. After this we proceeded to the Church for the two 
minute silence. It is important to pay respects and remember those who sacrificed their lives so 
we could be free. The hall has stood for over one hundred years to commemorate the ultimate 
sacrifice made by people of Leusdon along with three Americans who died in a tragic accident at 
Barren Corner whilst training for D Day. 

Our next coffee will be on Wednesday 3rd December 10.00am -12.00. As usual in December it 
will take the form of carols, cake and coffee, led by Mike, Miffy and Lloyd. The November 

Coffee Morning raised £173.00 for hall funds.   

The December Whist Drive is on Monday 8th December with lunch at 12.30pm followed by 
whist at 2.00pm. Please note that this will be held at the Church House, Widecombe as the 
Pantomime is on at Leusdon during that week. We wish the Moorland Merrymakers well with 

this yearôs production.  

On 17th November, with the Parish Council, we arranged for defibrillator training in the hall from  a 

charity called Jayôs Aims. Unfortunately the trainer didnôt arrive so we are arranging a new date. 

Our social media presence continues to grow and followers have now passed 437 it is a 
resource open to all community and local charities, it is invaluable in publicising local activities.  
Our old chairs have been in constant demand during the summer by local groups and families 
for various events. They are available to borrow for other Community events. All we ask is that 
this would be acknowledged.                                                                   (Continued on page 17) 

Carols by Candlelight at Leusdon Church with the Widecombe Singers, 
Sunday 14th December at 3pm. followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/leusdon
mailto:ross@moorlandteam.org.uk
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ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻƴ 5ŀǊǘƳƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ 
ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻōŀǘŜΣ ƳŀǘǊƛƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 

RICHARD COPUS FNAVA FNAEA (Honoured) CPEA 
Tel: 07766 335344 

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk 
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk 

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVONõS 
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG 

with 70 associated offices in the south-west and a London connection  

hǳǊ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƻǊΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
/ƻǇǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ол 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǳƴǊƛǾŀƭƭŜŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
5ŀǊǘƳƻƻǊ 
tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

https://ashburtonglassandlocks.webs.com/
mailto:wood@anton-coaker.co.uk
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Rainfall in October 2025 

Place Total Rainfall Days without 
rain 

Wettest Days 

Postbridge 180.9mm (7.1ò) 13 19th 26.4mm (1.0ò)  

  October 2024 -  179.1mm (7.1ò)  

Holne 18th 44.1mm (1.76ò) 210.00mm (8.27ò) 

MOORLAND  

MERRYMAKERS  

The Panto Puzzle!  
Produced by Tracey Mann 

Matinee - Saturday 6th December at 5pm 

Monday 8th to Saturday 13th December at 7.30pm 

At Leusdon Memorial Hall 
Tickets for Matinee performance ONLY are available in advance from  

Friday 24th October at 9am 

The main booking office for all other performances opens at  
9am Saturday 1st November 

Booking by email only Nicky - mmerrymakers@gmail.com 
Ticket prices - Adults £10, Children £5 

(Continued from page 15) 
Should you wish to book the hall, it is available for hire at £11.00 per hour, which  includes 
electricity and heating, there are special rates for regular users.  Further details can be obtained 
by contacting our booking secretary: leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com Tables at the 
Coffee Morning can be booked for £5 per table per session, please either book these by using 
the details above or coming to see us at the coffee morning. 

In the meantime, if anyone would like to discuss any aspect of the Hall please contact myself or 
any committee member.   

Finally on behalf of the hall committee I would like to thank you for the continued support you 
have given us during 2025 and look forward to more events in 2026. 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year   

John Southcombe: johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com 

For Leusdon Memorial Hall Charity No 300887  

mailto:mmerrymakers@gmail.com
mailto:luesdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com
mailto:leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com
mailto:leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com
mailto:leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com
mailto:johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com
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wƻōƛƴ aƛƭƴŜ ²ƻƻŘǿƻǊƪǎ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ {ƛǘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
нлҌ ¸ŜŀǊǎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

New Build, Extensions, Renovations, Listed Buildings,  

Carpentry and Joinery  

Thoughtful, quality building with respect for you and our environment. 

ecowoodcraft@gmail.com 

Tel: 07989 171306 

http://www.christophersfunerals.co.uk/
mailto:ecowoodcraft@gmail.com
http://www.plans2build.net/
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Date Time Service 

21st December 18.30 Carol Service  

25th December  09.00 Christmas Communion 

28th December  10.30 Ashburton- United Mission Community Service  

Postbridge Church is open all day, every day.  You are welcome to visit at any time, an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

St Gabriel, Postbridge 
For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/postbridge  

POSTBRIDGE COFFEE MORNING 
Our Christmas Coffee morning is on 

Monday 8th December, 
between 11am - 12 noon  

We take a short break in January, returning in February 

These coffee mornings are held in Postbridge Village Hall to raise funds for St Gabriel 
Church and weôd like to thank all who have contributed. 

Postbridge Village Hall in December  

Monday 15th December Christmas Coffee Shop  
& Mini Market 11am-12.30 

Usual stalls and raffle- anyone wanting a stall -Sue 01822 880223 

Tuesday 16th December Christmas Whist Drive 7.30pm 

All Welcome, £4.00 incl the usual nibbles and a raffle 

Monday 29th December Twixmas from 6.30pm 

A relaxed social evening for all ages with a Quiz, Raffle, Soup and more 

No charge for this event but ideally we would like to know how many are 

coming so please book your numbers with Elaine 01822 880065 

There will be a box in the Village Shop if anyone has  
any prizes they wish to donate 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/postbridge
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mailto:matt@dartmoor-rural-services.co.uk
mailto:mickc911@gmail.com
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Mobile Post Office  
Every Monday incl Bank Holidays 

 

Cash Withdrawals       Balance Enquiries       Cash & Cheque Deposits     Travel Products  

iPad to access services: pay bills, pay rent, car tax to name a few 

Sign up to the library and download digital books to your own device 

Find us on Facebook, òThe Crew of the Outreachó 

Widecombe 09.00 - 10.30 Car Park, next to Café On the Green 

Ilsington 11.00 - 13.00 Next to Ilsington Village Shop 

Postbridge 14.00 - 15.00 Top of Dartmoor National Park visitors Car Park 

Defibrillator! 

Remember the defibrillator in the bus stop in 

Widecombe. Its yellow cabinet is unlocked, so itôs easy 

to access. Instructions for use are on the defibrillator 

itself. But in any case, the first thing anyone should 

do is call 999.  The phone box in the coach park still 

works, if youõre in the village itself, but it needs 

coins. 

Itôs a good idea for everyone to check out the defibrillator when theyôre in the area. 

The more familiar we are with it, the easier it will be to use if we have to ï bearing in 

mind, we wouldnôt be at our calmest in such a situation. 

mailto:elainesmerdon@yahoo.com
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Church Services for December 2025 
7th December Advent 2 Purple  

Readings - Isaiah 11.1ï10, Psalm 72.1ï7,18,19 [or 72.1ï7], Romans 15.4ï13, Matthew 3.1ï12  

Widecombe 16.00 Christingle Ashburton 08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

   Bickington  09.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

   Ashburton 10.30 Christingle 

   Ilsington 10.30  Holy Communion 

   Buckland 15.00 Christingle 

14th December Advent 3 Purple 

Readings - Isaiah 35.1ï10, Psalm 146.4ï10 or Canticle: Magnificat, James 5.7ï10, Matthew 11.2ï11  

Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion Ilsington  08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

Leusdon  15.00 Carol Service  Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion 

   Holne  15.00 Moor & Messy Carols & 

Nativity, Newcombe Farm 

   Ilsington 16.00 Christingle 

19th December  

Huccaby 18.00 Carol Service Bickington 19.00 Carol Service  

21st December Advent 4 Purple 

Readings - Isaiah 7.10ï16, Psalm 80.1ï8, 18ï20 [or 80.1ï8], Romans 1.1ï7, Matthew 1.18ïend  

Widecombe 16.00 Carol Service Ashburton 09.15 Breakfast Church  

Postbridge 18.30 Carol Service Ashburton 10.30 Said Communion 

   Buckland 15.00 Carol Service 

   Ilsington 18.00 Carol Service  

   Ashburton 18.30 Carol Service  

22nd December   

   Holne 19.00 Carol Service 

24th December Christmas Eve 

Widecombe 16.00 Crib Service Ilsington 15.00 Crib Service  

Leusdon 23.30 Midnight Communion Ashburton 16.00 Crib Service  

   Ashburton 23.30 Midnight Communion 

   Ilsington 23.30 Midnight Communion  
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Dates for the Diary 

December 2025 Page  December 2025 Page 

2nd  Holne Whist 9  10th Dunstone Charity Lunch 33 

2nd  Princetown History Club 35  13th  Xmas Tree Festival begins 25 

3rd Leusdon Coffee Morning 15  13th Widecombe Christmas Market 31 

3rd  Widecombe History Group 29  15th Postbridge Whist Drive 19 

5th Holne Soup and Pud Lunch 9  15th Postbridge Mini-Market 19 

6th  Shallowford Nativity 39  16th Dartmoor Forest PC 40 

7th Widecombe Sax Concert 24  17th Princetown Seniors Xmas Lunch 35 

7th Parish Link Copy Deadline   18th Princetown Santaôs Sleigh 36 

8th  Postbridge Coffee Morning 19  21st  Xmas Tree Festival ends     25 

8th Leusdon Whist Drive 15  29th  Twixmas Evening - Postbridge     19 

8th  Merrymakers panto begins 17  Forthcoming - January 2026 

9th Jubilee Orchard Carols 24  8th Widecombe Parish Council 24 

From the Registers 
Funeral Widecombe 12th November Richard George Casey 

Holy Communion Midweek & At Home 
There is a service of Holy Communion 

every Wednesday at 10.30 

(excluding 24th and 31st December ) 

at St. Andrewôs Church in Ashburton 

You will be most welcome!. 

Communion at home 

 

25th December Christmas Day White 

Readings - Readings to be chosen by officiant  

Postbridge  09.00 Christmas Communion Bickington 09.00 Christmas Communion  

Widecombe  10.30 Christmas Communion Buckland 09.30 Christmas Communion 

   Ilsington 10.00 Family Christmas Communion 

   Ashburton 10.30  Family Christmas Communion 

   Holne 11.00 Christmas Communion  

28th December Christmas 1 White 

Readings - Isaiah 63.7ï9, Psalm 148 [or 148.7ïend], Hebrews 2.10ïend, Matthew 2.13ïend   

Ashburton 10.30 United Mission Community Service 

   Ashburton 18.30  St Petrocôs Reflective Service  
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Widecombe Parish 
Council 

Next Meeting:  

Thursday 8th January 2026 
Church House, Widecombe  

at 7.30pm 

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 

Widecombe Sandbag 
Store 

A reminder that Widecombe Parish Council has 
a stock of sandbags in a store should 

parishioners need them during heavy rainfall. 

The store is located in the bottom corner of 
the coach park behind the recycling skips. 

Please only take what you need so that as 
many people as possible can benefit from them.   

Jubilee Orchard News 

We are going to have a carol singing session in the Jubilee 
Orchard in the village (previously known as the Parish Field) on  

Tuesday 9th December at 6pm.  
We will have a big bonfire (see below) and sing all the obvious 

favourites. It's a chance to see the orchard by moonlight (the 40 apple trees are growing on 
rapidly), see fellow parishioners and enjoy a seasonal sing song. Please bring your own 

lighting and any musical instruments. If you think a snack and a glass of something by the 

fire will add to the fun please bring it with you. Well supervised children are most welcome. 

Because we have done so much work in the orchard we are short of bonfire material, so if 
you would like to bring anything burnable and non toxic, please feel free to leave it in the top 

field. The gate is padlocked, the code is 1471. There are no sheep grazing in there 

currently, so come at any time. 

Ferio Saxophone Christmas Concert 7th December 

We are excited to welcome  the Ferio Sax Quartet for their third 

concert in St Pancras, Widecombe. A seasonal menu includes 

Bach, Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite, Bizet's Carmen and a 

fabulous arrangement of Anderson's Sleigh Ride.  

If you haven't heard them before, do come along: we can assure 

you it's unlike anything else! 

The concert starts at 11.30am. Home-made cakes and coffee served from 10.30,  

so why not make a morning of it? The concert ends by 1pm.  

Tickets for unreserved seats are £15 at the door or online from wegottickets.com/event/677369.  

Under 16's go free.   

Or for premium reserved seats at £20 contact Michael Brown: mikebrown007@hotmail.com.   

Proceeds are going towards disabled access for the church. 

wegottickets.com/event/677369
mailto:mikebrown007@hotmail.com







































