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Safeguarding: If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of someone 
working with children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone: 

 Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe 01364 641211   

 Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org 

Moorland Team Website: https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding 

The Ministry Team 

All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good faith and we accept no responsibility for any 
statement, omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor do we endorse the products or services offered. 

We are not responsible for the content, reliability or security of any linked websites and you follow any link to 
external websites at your own risk. Views expressed by contributors are their own and publication does not 

imply endorsement. 

Team Rector 
Revd Phillip Parker 

The Rectory  

Copperwood Close 

Ashburton TQ13 7JQ 

01364 389638 

rector@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Pioneer Priest 
Erica Roberts 

  revericarob@gmail.com 

 

Team Vicar 
Revd Canon John Bennett 

The Vicarage,  

Ilsington TQ13 9RW 

01364 661116  

jsbkbennett@btinternet.com 

Methodist Minister 
Revd Kevin Hooke 

  07772 571647  

hookekp@hotmail.com 

Families Worker 
Angie Blanche 

 07863 854013  

angie@moorlandteam.org.uk  
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The Parish Letter 

A WOODLAND WELCOME 

Some of you will know that I was warmly welcomed at St John the Baptist Church, Leusdon, into 
the Moorland Mission Community at the end of September as a Pioneer Priest. Iôm excited about 
this new season, working alonsgide a wonderful staff team and as a pioneer, Iôm tasked with 
exploring creative and meaningful ways of bringing the church into the community. Being new to 
Dartmoor, this role will crucially involve listening to your stories and learning more about your 
hopes and dreams for our local communities. Iôm looking forward to a myriad of conversations in 
coffee shops, over a pint in the pub, or even over a shared flask of hot chocolate out on the 
moors! 
 
Moving from Southampton to Poundsgate last year, I feel enormously privileged to have such 
diverse beauty right on my doorstep; Iôve already enjoyed some glorious sunsets out on the 
moors, had fun climbing many rugged, granite outcrops, and have loved those wild dips in the 
River Dart - even on January 1st! However it is the woodlands that have captivated me the most, 
from the unexpected discovery of ancient temperate rainforests that host rich ecosystems of 
moss and lichen, to the old oak trees lining the River Dart, with their overhanging branches and 
exposed roots. I was delighted to discover that the name Dart originates from the celtic word 
meaning óoak streamô. 
 
During many ambles along the Dart, noticing the changing light through the trees, I have been 
reminded of some encouraging words from the book of Jeremiah; (17:7-8)  

 
ñBut blessed are those who trust in the Lord, and have made the Lord their hope and 
confidence. They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the 
water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat  or worried by long months of drought. Their 
leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit.ò 
 
I love this observation from three thousand years ago of trees being sustained by roots that 
reach deep into the water. Sitting alongside the Dart and pondering these aged oaks ï which still 
bear fruit in their older years - Iôm mindful of these words from Jeremiah. Is my spiritual life being 
sustained by the living water of the Holy Spirit? Am I rooted in the love of God? Do I pause for 
long enough to receive the gifts that God has for me?  

 
I wonder how many of you are aware of the ñWoodwide Webò. Referring to the extraordinary, 
network of fungi, invisible to the human eye, connecting the roots of trees underground, this 
mycorrhizal network allows communication between the trees. Signals of distress are 
recognised, nutrients shared and mother trees support younger trees of the same species. 
There is so much we can learn from this Woodwide Web; about the value of connectedness, of 
listening to each other and responding to those in need. As I embark on this new role in the 
community as a Pioneer, I look forward to hearing your stories and understanding more about 
both the joys and challenges of being rooted and connected in your own community. 

Erica Roberts  
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Churchwardens 

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with St Raphael, Huccaby 

Rebecca Scott 01364 631640    stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com 

Marilyn Wells 01364 631007    straphael1868@gmail.com 

St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

Geoff Bamsey 01364 652820   geoff.bamsey952@gmail.com 

Patrick Simpson 01364 631209   admin@bennah.co.uk 

St Gabriel, Postbridge 

Wendy Watson 01822 880215   wendy@merribridge.plus.com 

St Pancras, Widecombe 

Michael Pascoe 01364 621333   pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk 

Philippa Gimlette 07973 558916   philippa.gimlette@me.com 

St Andrewôs, Ashburton 

Francis Parffrey 01364 654067   francis.parffrey@gmail.com 

Joyce Arscott 01364 388279   joyceaomc@gmail.com 

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington 

Peter Warren 01626 821213   pw.rentor@gmail.com 

St Peter, Buckland-in-the-Moor 

Secretary - Pat Layley 01364 653771  layley12@gmail.com 

St Michaelôs, Ilsington 

Linda Hall 07837 703318 lindamaryhall22@gmail.com 

Peter Dickinson 07801 042767  peter@pmgd.com  

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover. 

email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 
 tel: 01364 654280 

Moorland Team Officers 

Treasurer Vacant  

Secretary Gaye Dickinson  gaye.dickinson@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Adviser Judy Southcombe - 01364 641211  judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk 

Team Administrator Emma Noppers-Moore - 01364 654280 admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

mailto:stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com
mailto:straphael1868@gmail.com
mailto:geoff.bamsey952@gmail.com
mailto:admin@bennah.co.uk
mailto:wendy@merribridge.plus.com
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mailto:philippa.gimlette@me.com
mailto:francis.parffrey@gmail.com
mailto:joyceaomc@gmail.com
mailto:pw.rentor@gmail.com
mailto:layley12@gmail.com
mailto:lindamaryhall22@gmail.com
mailto:peter@pmgd.com
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:mgaye.dickinson@gmail.coma
mailto:judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Community and Church News & Events 
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F P Legal Ltd 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY - WILLS 

I can help you here in Ashburton, Buckfastleigh,  

Widecombe and the Moorland area. 

Home visits can be arranged to suit you. 

Contact Francis Parffrey - Member of The Society of Will Writers 

Find out more by phoning:- 

01364 653 331 or 07443 622 903  

¶ Or sending an email to fp@fplegalservices.co.uk 

¶ Or requesting information about the services offered by letter 

addressed to:- Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton, TQ13 7EA  

 

mailto:fp@fplegalservices.co.uk
mailto:natalie.farley1986@gmail.com


Buckland 7 

 

St Peterõs, Buckland-in-the-Moor 
For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Servicesðsee Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/buckland  

St Peterôs Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time ï an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Buckland-in-the-Moor 
Whist 

Thursday 22nd October 
Whist at 2pm  

with half-time refreshments & draw 
Optional soup & roll lunch £2 at 12.30pm 
Whist every fourth Thursday in the month. 

Buckland Community Hall 

...is available to hire. It is a modern building set 
in a quiet and beautiful location and has 
parking. The charge for hiring the hall is  

Parishioners £8 per hour 
Others £10 per hour 

For further details or to book, please call  
07966 259909 

Date Table Flowers  Time Service 

4th October Jonet 15.00 Harvest Service 

11th October Jonet   

18th October Rebecca 15.00 Holy Communion 

25th October  Rebecca   

1st November Irene/Mary   

HARVEST 2026 

St Peterôs, Buckland-in-the-Moor 

3.00pm SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER 

in church followed by ye olde fashioned  

Harvest Tea in the Village Hall 

Collection for Farming Community Network 

DIARY DATES.....with opportunities for giving 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 3.00pm service Sunday 8 November with collection for RBL. 

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY 3.00pm Christingle service Sunday 6 December 

with collection for Children Society. 

CAROL service 3.00pm Sunday 20 December. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 9.30am service. 25 December 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/buckland
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http://www.acleanpair.co.uk/
mailto:gm.partridge68@gmail.com
http://www.morrisbros.co.uk/
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St Mary the Virgin, Holne 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Services ð see Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/holne  

Date Time Service 

11th October 16.00 Harvest Festival (Harvest Tea at 17.00) 

18th October  15.00 Harvest Service at Huccaby 

25th October  17.00 Holy Communion 

Holne Whist 

Tuesday 6th October 

from 2pm 

Raffle, tea or coffee and biscuits for £3. 

If there are any suggestions or queries  
please ring 

Judy Henderson on 01364 631461 

I look forward to seeing you 

Soup & Pudding Lunch 
Holne Village Hall  

2nd October 

Everyone welcome! 

 

Please contact Maggie Arden on  
01364 631438 for further details 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/holne
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Contact Stuart  

on 01822 880084  

or text 0774 7778743 

Email js.trees@outlook.com  

http://www.jsearle.co.uk/
mailto:js.trees@outlook.com
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Holne Village Hall 
Situated in the middle of the village, near Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at reasonable 

rates. Medium-sized hall with separate well equipped kitchen. Sufficient chairs and tables for any 
event. Car parking adjacent to the Hall. Rates (per hour) £10 (£7 for Parishioners) 

Special rates sometimes available, for more information or to book: 
Please ring Tim Crook on 07734 308598 Or email: timcrook10@yahoo.co.uk 

Holne 

Second-Hand 

Books 

Hill Top, Butts Cross, Holne 

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and 
jigsaws you can donate - please leave in 

the porch or garage at Hill Top 

Donôt forget that you can buy books at 
any time. Open most days and 

weekends 

Mike and Gill Cunniam 

01364 631152 

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and  

Holne Community Projects 

Would anyone like to  
 run a playgroup?  

Holne playgroup was a lovely group but 
due to a lack of volunteers to carry it on, 

sadly it has had to fold.  

The village hall is available and toys are 
still in the hall. If someone would like to 

come forward to take this on,  
please contact Hannah Iskander 

hannaha@hotmail.co.uk  

HOLNE HERITAGE CORNER 

Holne Church has a small area, dedicated to 
the heritage of the parish and surrounding 
area. It contains a collection of local peopleôs 

photo albums, recollections of times gone by ï 
and some interesting maps provided by the 

Dartmoor National Park. 

Other information is currently being gathered 
and it is hoped to provide additional local 

material.  

Please pay it a visit and enjoy looking around 
the church, going into our wonderful 
community shop and partaking of 

refreshments in the tearoom. 

Thatched listed house = 
ruinously costly insurance? 

Fewer and fewer insurance underwriters 
are prepared to cover thatched 

properties.  So competition decreases 
and insurance premiums soar.  The cost 

of insuring our own thatched listed 
house has leapt in the last few years, 
especially as we use a log-burning 

stove.  This is despite our trying many 
brokers who claim to deal with thatched 

properties.  In view of the number of 
such properties in the Widecombe area, 
others may be suffering the same.  If so, 
would you like to meet and discuss what 

(if anything) can be done?  Please email 

 david_thomas@hotmail.co.uk   

mailto:timcrook10@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:hannaha@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:hannaha@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david_thomas@hotmail.co.uk
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SCORITON VILLAGE HALL 

Situated on the edge of Scoriton village at TQ11 0JB, our óBeautiful Space in a Beautiful 
Placeô is available to hire for parties, sports, meetings and commercial events such as 

company training and wellness courses. We have full disabled facilities, central heating, a 
well-stocked kitchen, a portable stage & theatre lighting, lots of parking and a secluded 

garden hideaway too. 
Please see our website for current rates (hourly, weekend etc). 

For full details go to https://scoritonvillagehall.org/  
or email us at scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com. 

https://widecombe-in-the-moor.com/widecombe-parish-link/ 

https://scoritonvillagehall.org/
mailto:scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk
https://widecombe-in-the-moor.com/widecombe-parish-link/
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St Raphael, Huccaby 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Services ð see Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/huccaby  

The second Summer Wedding at St Raphael's was celebrated on Saturday 5th 
September. The service for local couple Caitlin and Tomas was conducted by the Rev. Phill 
Parker. Locally grown foliage and blossoms, arranged by the wedding party, adorned the 

church, including a floral willow arch around the entrance, and a display for the fireplace.  

The Harvest Festival Service for this year at St Raphael's will take place on Sunday 18th 
October at 3pm. This event is usually very well-attended, and we look forward to a convivial 
gathering with a cream tea following the service. There will be lots of delicious fresh 

produce available to take away, with donations going to the Farming Community Network.  

The Farming Community Network (FCN) is a voluntary organisation and charity that 
supports farmers, farming families and people in rural communities through difficult times 
and periods of change. The charity is founded on Christian principles, and is there to 
support people of all faiths and none. The FCN have a network of over 400 volunteers 
across England and Wales, many of whom are involved in farming, or have close links with 
agriculture, and therefore have a great understanding of the issues that farmers, farm 
workers and farming families regularly face. Volunteers provide free, confidential, pastoral 
support to anyone who seeks help, regardless of whether the issue is personal or business-
related. A confidential national helpline (03000 111 999) and e-helpline (help@fcn.org.uk) is 

open every day of the year from 7am-11pm. 

Richard Wells 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/huccaby
mailto:help@fcn.org.uk
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http://www.ashburn-upholstery.co.uk/
mailto:laurenmillertuition@gmail.com
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St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Services ð see Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/leusdon  

Date Time Service 

11th October 12.15 Harvest Service 

25th October 12.15 Parish Communion  

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time ï an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Leusdon Memorial Hall 

 
Well, hello September!  As we move towards autumn, Leusdon Memorial 
Hall is still a hive of activity. 
 
At the end of August we had a lovely Afternoon Tea which was enjoyed by all our guests! 
Good company and delicious food and drink, followed by some Guess the Amount games 
and a Raffle. We raised an impressive £616.23 for our hall. 
 
Our monthly coffee morning was well attended on the 2nd of September, raising £150.11, 
our next coffee morning will be on Wednesday 7th October and everyone is welcome. 
We have our monthly Whist afternoon on Monday 12th October. 
Our hall hire continues happily with regular meetings for Keep Fit and Religious Meditation 
among many others. 
 
The Moorland Merrymakers begin their rehearsal meetings soon to bring us another 
spectacular Panto in December. 
 
We have a number of ideas up our sleeves to offer some entertainment to our community, 
please check back soon for news of our next exciting events. 
 
Leusdon Memorial Hall is a lovely sizeable space with disabled access and facilities, a well-
equipped kitchen and comfy chairs and tables, perfect for meetings, courses, gatherings, 
events and parties. At just £11 per hour to hire, please contact our booking secretary for 
more information on leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com 
If you would like to chat to me, contact me anytime on leusdonchair@gmail.com 
 
As always, take care. 

Tonia (chairperson) 
 

For Leusdon Memorial Hall Charity No 300887. 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/leusdon
mailto:leusdonmemorialhallbooking@gmail.com
mailto:leusdonchair@gmail.com
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ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻƴ 5ŀǊǘƳƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ 
ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻōŀǘŜΣ ƳŀǘǊƛƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 

RICHARD COPUS FNAVA FNAEA (Honoured) CPEA 
Tel: 07766 335344 

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk 
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk 

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVONõS 
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG 

with 70 associated offices in the south-west and a London connection  

hǳǊ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƻǊΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
/ƻǇǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ол 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǳƴǊƛǾŀƭƭŜŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
5ŀǊǘƳƻƻǊ 
tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

Help our Hedgehogs! 
 

This is a friendly reminder to please take care when 
gardening, especially if you are using equipment such 

as strimmers.  It is important to check for wildlife before starting as a 
strimmer can cause fatal injuries to a hedgehog! 

Never light a bonfire without completely dismantling it and rebuilding it on the exact day of 
burning to ensure no one is sleeping inside.  

Thank you for taking care when driving between dusk and dawn when our hedgehogs are 
active, maybe you will be rewarded with a prickly visitor to your garden soon! 

https://ashburtonglassandlocks.webs.com/
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Registered charity 1116549 

DASH is an independent Ashburton 
Charity, existing solely to provide 
support for patients of Ashburton 

Surgery 

We can help with transport to medical 
appointments or to deliver prescriptions 

to patientsô homes 

If you have some time and would like to 
support DASH as a volunteer or if you 
would like some help with transport, 
please call Evie on 01364 653335 or 

email dashcoord@gmail.com 

MOORLAND  

MERRYMAKERS  

ôTHE LITTLE MOORMAIDó 

Produced by Lu Curnock 

Matinee - Saturday 5th December at 5pm 

Monday 7th to Saturday 12th December at 7.30pm 

At Leusdon Memorial Hall 

Tickets for the Matinee performance ONLY 

Will be available in advance from Friday 23rd October at 9am 

The booking office for all other performances opens at 9am Sunday 1st November 

Booking by email only - Caroline - mmerrymakers@gmail.com 

Ticket prices - Adults £10, Children £5 

Ashburton Food Bank 

A CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR 
ALL IN FOOD NEED  

Covering Ashburton and surrounding 

villages and hamlets 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER A 
DELIVERY SERVICE 

If you require food please phone: 07767 
453844 and leave a message with your 
name, number in household, any pets, 
telephone number and address. We will 

deliver to you as quickly as possible. 

Should you prefer to collect food, please 
phone and we will find a suitable time and 

let you know. 

mailto:dashcoord@gmail.com
mailto:mmerrymakers@gmail.com
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Date Time Service 

18th October  18.00 Harvest Service  

Postbridge Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time, an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

St Gabriel, Postbridge 
For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Services ð see Page 22 for details or  
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/postbridge  

Postbridge Coffee Morning  
Monday October 5th 

Next month, November 2nd 

These coffee mornings are held in Postbridge Village Hall to raise funds for 
St Gabriel Church and weôd like to thank all who have contributed. 

Maureen 

POSTBRIDGE 
VILLAGE HALL 

Our next Monthly Coffee Shop & Mini 
Market will be held on  

Monday 19th October 11.00am - 12.30pm. 
 All our usual stalls and the famous 

Postbridge raffle 

If you are interested in bringing your stall, 
Charity or Trade 

please call Sue on 01822 880223 

PHYL'S FOLLIES   

Postbridge Panto Group  
Interest Evening   

Monday 28th September at 7pm  
in the Village Hall. 

If you fancy joining our happy team, we 
welcome new faces. If performing is not for 
you - how about moving scenery, making 

props, costumes (or the copious amount of tea 
we drink)? Come along for a chat. Warning - 
we like eating cake! If you can't make that 

night,  
please call Sue on 01822 880223. 

ñThank you" to everyone who attended 
and helped at the  

Postbridge Dog Show 
on Sunday 6th September. 

Jan Locke had 55 entries of amazing dogs 
to judge. 

The dog show entries, refreshments and 
raffle raised a total of £195.00 to be 

shared between Postbridge Village Hall 
and St. Gabriel's Church. 

Great fun was had by all and your support 
is very much appreciated. 

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

Welcome you all to our Social evening- 

HARVEST SUPPER 

Ploughmans & Pudding 

Sunday 18th October at 7pm 

Adults £10  Children £5 
book with Sue on 01822 880223  

& let us know of your dietary needs 

http://www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/postbridge
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For an efĜcient, humane  

Mole Catching Service 
in your area, that really works...! 

Competitive prices. 

Call Mick 
Tel 07513 562911 

Email: mickc911@gmail.com 

Sophie Milton Mobile 

Massage Therapy 

 

BSc(Hons), RGN, ITEC, Federation of Holistic 
Therapists 
Medically trained massage therapist  offering 
safe, gentle techniques designed to support 
relaxation and well-being in the comfort of your 
own home for clients with pre-existing health 

conditions or those with pain or mobility issues. 

01364 621581 or 07875 923981  

mailto:elainesmerdon@yahoo.com
mailto:mickc911@gmail.com
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Mobile Post Office  
Every Monday incl Bank Holidays 

 Cash Withdrawals       Balance Enquiries       Cash & Cheque Deposits     Travel Products 

Gas cards and electricity keys top ups  

iPad to access services: pay bills, pay rent, car tax to name a few 

Sign up to the library and download digital books to your own device 

Find us on Facebook, òThe Crew of the Outreachó 

Widecombe 09.00 - 10.30 Car Park, next to Café On the Green 

Ilsington 11.00 - 13.00 Next to Ilsington Village Shop 

Postbridge 14.00 - 15.00 Top of Dartmoor National Park visitors Car Park 

Autumn Update  

 

What a wonderful summer it has been! Our highlight was the Fun Day at 
Yelverton airfield at the beginning of August. This free event for children 

aged 11 and under gave families the chance to enjoy an exciting day out during the school holidays. 

Twenty-five organisations took part, offering a wide range of activities and information. Children could 
tackle an assault course, try a musical instrument or build LEGO creations. The tractor rides were a 
firm favourite, with people still queuing as the event ended. We were lucky with the weather, although 
the wind made badminton quite a challenge: shuttlecocks were flying everywhere! Seeing so many 

happy, smiling families made all the hard work worthwhile. 

The fun continued at one of our evening meetings with a crazy golf competition, courtesy of 
Yelverton Golf Club. There were some very interesting shots, and letôs just say none of us is quite 

ready for the Open Championship! 

We were also delighted to present a Rotary Service Recognition 
Award to Jayne Griffiths, who is from Yelverton and manages the local 
Co-op store. Jayneôs longstanding support has been invaluable at 
many of our events, through both food donations from the Co-op and 
her own hands-on involvement. She also supports many other local 

groups and is an inspirational figure in our community. 

As autumn gets under way, we have been busy helping with car parking at Widecombe Fair and 
enjoying an evening skittles competition. We are looking forward to a variety of speaker evenings 

and a fundraising barn dance on Saturday 14 November at Yelverton Memorial Hall. 

We are also pleased to be supporting nature projects in Buckland Monachorum and sponsoring 
Horrabridge Rangers Football Club. Helping our community brings us together, and the friendship 

and humour we share make our club special. 

If you are free on a Wednesday evening and would like to discover the fun for yourself, please 

contact our secretary at secretary@yelverton.rotary1175.org. 

mailto:secretary@yelverton.rotary1175.org
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Church Services for October 2026 

4th October   18th after Trinity Green 

Readings:  Exodus 20.1ï4, 7ï9, 12ï20, Psalm 19*, Philippians 3.4bï14, Matthew 21.33ïend 

Widecombe 10.30 Harvest Service + 

Lunch  
Ashburton  10.30 Family Service  

   Ilsington 10.30 Holy Communion 

   Buckland 15.00 Harvest Service 

11th October 19th after Trinity Green 

Readings - Exodus 32.1ï14, Psalm 106.1ï6, 19ï23*, Philippians 4.1ï9, Matthew 22.1ï14 

Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion Ilsington 08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

Leusdon 12.15 Harvest Service Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion 

Holne 16.00 Harvest Service - 

Harvest Tea at 17.00 
Ilsington 10.30 Morning Praise  

     15.00 Moor & Messy -Location tbc 

Friday 16th October   

   Ilsington  18.30 Harvest Festival & Supper 

Saturday 17th October   

Widecombe 14.00 Shallowford Trust 50th Anniversary Service  

18th October   20th after Trinity Green 

Readings - Exodus 33.12ïend, Psalm 99 1, Thessalonians 1.1ï10, Matthew 22.15ï22  

Widecombe 10.30 Morning Worship Ashburton 10.30 Harvest Festival Communion 

with lunch  

Postbridge  18.00 Harvest Service  Ilsington 10.30 Harvest Family Service 

   Bickington 10.30 Morning Worship 

   Buckland 15.00 Holy Communion 

   Ashburton 18.30  St Petrocôs Reflective Service 

25th October Bible Sunday Green 

Readings - Nehemiah 8.1ï4a [5ï6] 8ï12, Psalm 119. 9ï16, Colossians 3.12ï17, Matthew 24.30ï35  

Widecombe  10.30 Parish Communion Ashburton 09.15 Breakfast Church 

Leusdon 12.15 Parish Communion Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion 

Holne 17.00 Holy Communion Ilsington  10.30 Morning Praise  
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Dates for the Diary 

From the Registers 

Wedding 5th September  Huccaby Tomas Zmolil & Caitlin Hudson  

Wedding  19th September  Widecombe  Nikos Mylonakis & Katherine Richmond  

Holy Communion Midweek & At Home 
There is a service of Holy Communion 

every Wednesday at 10.30 

at St. Andrewôs Church in Ashburton 

You will be most welcome! 

Communion at home 

 

Rainfall in August 2026 
Place Total Rainfall Days without Rain Wettest Days 

Postbridge 70.2mm (2.8) 19 18th and 28th 

  August 2025 76.1mm (3ò)  

Holne  26th 415.6mm (16.36ò) 

October 2026 Page  October 2026 Page 

1st Widecombe PC   25  14th  Dunstone Charity Lunch 33 

2nd Holne Soup & Pudding 9  17th  Shallowford Anniversary 33 

4th Buckland Harvest Festival 7  17th  Ashburton Apple Pressing 37 

4th Widecombe Harvest Festival 26  18th  Huccaby Harvest Festival 13 

5th Postbridge Coffee Morning 19  18th Postbridge Harvest Supper 19 

6th Holne Whist 9  19th Ilsington Coffee & Cakes   33 

6th  Princetown History Group 35  19th  Postbridge Mini Market 19 

7th Leusdon Coffee Morning 15  22nd  Buckland Whist 7 

7th Widecombe History Group 29  22nd Princetown Film Screening   35 

7th  High Moorland WI 35  23rd Merrymakers Matinee Box 17 

8th Widecombe Social Group 24  25th Dartmoor Devil Cycle Ride 24 

10th Bovey Local Market 37  27th Dartmoor Forest PC 40 

11th Holne Harvest Festival 9  31st Widecombe Small Grants deadline 28 

11th  Parish Link Copy Deadline   Advance Notice for November  

12th Leusdon Whist 15  1st Jazz Quartet Widecombe 27 
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 Widecombe & District Social Group 

Thursday 8th October 

Newton Abbot Ukelele 
Group  

 Church House Widecombe, 
7.30pm 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
£3 entry to include tea/coffee 

Further info from Rose 

07749 717105 

This local charity founded in 1635 to 
help in the education of Parish 

Residents under the age of 25 also 
includes support for Widecombe Primary 

school and Widecombe  

Pre-school activities. 

The charity can, and does, give financial 
assistance for anything to do with 

education, training and work. 

If you as an individual have need of 
help, please contact Julia Young 

(Administrator)      

juliayoung644@btinternet.com     

The annual  

Dartmoor Devil Cycle 
Ride  

will pass through our parishes on Sunday,  

25th October. 

There will be a total of no more than 200 
riders on the event and they should be 

very well spread out to prevent bunching. 

Riders leave Bovey Tracey in two groups, 
at 8am and 9am, and will follow the route 
on the attached map. The first riders to 
pass by Hound Tor will do so at around 
10.00 and the last at around 14.00. From 
there they drop down towards Ashburton and stop at the Lavender House Hotel for refreshments at 
around 10.15-13.30. They then go past River Dart Country Park, on past Venford Reservoir, through 
Hexworthy and on to Princetown for a stop at the Plume of Feathers from 11.15 to 15.20. From 
Princetowwn they go to Postbridge before turning right to Widecombe, at around 12.15-15.00, up 

Widecombe Hill and on to the finish at Bovey Tracey. 

For more details, please contact David Twigger, Organiser on dartmoordevil@gmail.com 

mailto:juliayoung644@btinternet.com
mailto:dartmoordevil@gmail.com
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St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor 

For contact information, ministers and church officers please see front of the Link 

Church Services ð see Page 22 for details or  
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/widecombe 

Date Time Sidesperson Coffee Flowers 

4th October 10.30 
Sat 3rd at 9.00am 
all help for 
Harvest flowers 

Harvest Festival with the Bishop followed by lunch 
in the  Church House, organised by Debbie, Philly 
and Jenny  

11th October 10.30 Penny Penny Harvest flowers  

17th October  14.00 Shallowford Trust 50th Anniversary Service  

18th October  10.30 Clare Val C  Jenny 

25th October  10.30 Annabel Annabel & Daniel  Miho 

Widecombe Church is open all day, every day, 9-5. You are welcome to visit at any 
time ï an opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

Widecombe Parish Council 

Next meeting Thursday 1st October at 7.30pm 

Church House, Widecombe  

PRELIMINARY NOTICE!   

WIDECOMBE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2026 
This yearôs Christmas Tree Festival will run from  

Saturday 12th December to Sunday 20th  December,  

This means that the trees will be up for the Christmas Market, the Carol Service as well as the 

End of Term Celebrations for the School, Preschool and Widdytots! 

The trees will go up on Friday 11th  December and come down on Monday 21st  December. 

The theme this year is òHOBBIESó which, as usual, can be interpreted any way you like! 

Entries are welcome from Groups, Organisations, Families and Individuals  

Please do start planning your tree, the Christmas Tree Festival is always very popular, with 

regular visitors coming back year after year! 

This Yearôs Charity is still to be decided. 

We would really appreciate more volunteer stewards , it is lovely seeing how much people do 
appreciate all the work that goes into the trees, we work on two hour slots, so please do contact 

Mary or me if you feel you could spare a couple of hours over the period the trees are in the 

Church. We normally have two people on at the same time, so maybe come with a friend! 

Entry forms will be available in the Church from the beginning of November or from me,  

Judy Southcombe 01364 641211 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk, or Mary in the Kiosk. 

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/widecombe
mailto:judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
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óHarvest Festival service and lunch in St Pancras' 

We are delighted to welcome the Bishop of Exeter, Right Reverend Dr Mike Harrison, to 
lead our Harvest Thanksgiving service in  

St Pancras' Church, Widecombe on Sunday 4th October at 10.30 am. 

The service will be followed by a lunch in Church House, to which all who attend are invited. 
A collection will be taken in aid of the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI). 

We hope as many of the farming community as possible will attend, as well as all those 
wishing to celebrate living in this beautiful part of the world  

and having a chance to meet Bishop Mike 




































